Informative Essay:  A Famous Manmade Structure
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Due Date of Essay:  within the first 15 minutes of class on _________________________
Important Note:  Unfortunately, the instructor cannot grade an essay with inadequate or no parenthetical references and/or with no works cited page.  With such an essay, the instructor will return it ungraded to the student, and the student will schedule an appointment with the instructor to discuss it.  The student will then rewrite the essay accordingly.

Also, the instructor cannot grade an essay written about a topic other than the assigned topic.  With such an essay, the instructor will return it ungraded to the student, and the student will schedule an appointment with the instructor to discuss ways to write about the assigned topic.  The student will then rewrite the essay accordingly.

Finally, the instructor cannot grade an essay that exceeds the required number of pages.  With such an essay, the instructor will return it ungraded to the student, and the student will schedule an appointment with the instructor to discuss ways to shorten it.  The student will then rewrite the essay accordingly.

Purposes:

· to reinforce the components of effective writing

· to compose a text that clearly and effectively conveys a message to a reader

· to enhance research skills, chiefly analysis, evaluation, interpretation, and synthesis
· to learn about parenthetical references and works cited entries
Directions:
For your essay, do not write about the subjects of the sample essays posted on the instructor’s website.
Use MLA format when writing parenthetical references and works cited entries.
Select a famous manmade structure as your topic, and compose an informative report in which you provide information about one feature related to that structure.  For example, if you select the Gateway Arch in St. Louis, Missouri, then the process by which it was built may represent the focus of the essay.

Such famous manmade structures may include but are not limited to aviaries, bridges, capitol buildings, castles, cathedrals, ferris wheels, landmarks such as towers, military fortifications, musical venues such as opera houses, palaces, roller coasters, Roman viaducts, skyscrapers, and stadiums.  
The essay, including the works cited page, must have at least 3 pages, and it, including the works cited page, must total no more than 4 pages.  If the works cited page is the third page, then, on the second page, you must fill at least ¾ of the page.

The essay must have these parts:

· an introduction with the thesis as the last sentence

· 2-3 developmental paragraphs, each one beginning with a topic sentence and each one having MLA parenthetical references in sentences with such borrowed information as facts, paraphrases, quotations, statistics, etc.  For information about parenthetical references, consult pages 121-130 in A Pocket Style Manual.
· a conclusion with no new ideas introduced

· a Works Cited page with at least 3 credible sources, one of them an article found in a database to which the library subscribes  
In the developmental paragraphs, present information related to one feature of the structure.  Some possible features include but are not limited to: 
· a brief history of the structure  (Do not attempt to give the entire history of a structure; instead, concentrate on one period of a structure’s history.  For example, write about the restoration of the Statue of Liberty in the 1980s instead of the entire nearly 150-year history of the structure.)
· milestones associated with the structure 

· any controversies associated with the structure

· the reason why the structure was created

· the reason why a particular design was selected for the structure

· the way that the structure changed the design of similar structures built after it

· the way that the structure benefits the city, state, county, etc. in which it is located

· any unusual facts associated with the structure

· the role that the structure has played in such media as film, literature, or television

· something else

Remember to maintain coherence between the developmental paragraphs.  Therefore, select topics for the developmental paragraphs that complement each other, and write the topic sentences as compound or complex sentences.
If you wish to include a picture of the structure as part of the essay, include it on a separate page after the works cited page.  Include a works cited entry for the picture on the works cited page.  Unfortunately, this page does not count as one of the 3-4 pages, and the picture does not count as a source.
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Points to Consider:

· Plan for the essay before composing the first draft.

· Begin research of the topic as early as possible.  Research will reveal coherent topics for the structure chosen.

· Accept the consequences if you procrastinate.

· See the instructor if you have any questions.

· Use your own words; do not plagiarize.

· Follow MLA format when typing your essay.  (Consult pages 155-160 in A Pocket Style Manual.)
· Take pride in your work!
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Sample Works Cited Entries:
Below appear some sample works cited entries that you can use as guides to create your own.  In addition, you should consult pages 130-154 in A Pocket Style Manual.
A book:

Clark, William W.  Medieval Cathedrals.  Westport, CT:  Greenwood Press, 2006.  Print.
An article accessed through a database to which the library subscribes:

Bartlett, Nicola.  “The Great Wall of China.”  Economist 20 Dec. 2008:  78.  Academic Search 

Complete.  Web.  19 May 2013.

A definition taken from a dictionary in book form:

“Stadium.”  The Oxford English Dictionary.  4th ed.  2009.  Print.
A definition taken from an online dictionary:

“Stadium.”  Dictionary.com.  Dictionary.com, LLC, 2010.  Web.  26 Feb. 2013.
An entire Web site:

World Heritage.  United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization World 

Heritage Centre, 2010.  Web.  21 Apr. 2013.
A page from a Web site:

“Taj Mahal.”  World Heritage.  United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization 

World Heritage Centre, 2010.  Web.  21 Apr. 2013.
A picture of the structure included as part of the essay:

“Windsor Castle.”  Photograph.  Google.  Google, 2012.  Web.  23 Feb. 2013.

